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THE CELEBRATION OF THE PROPHET’S BIRTHDAY

THE REQUIRED CONDITIONS TO ACCEPT AN ACT OF WORSHIP

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. Peace and blessings be upon whom Allah
sent as a mercy to the Worlds, and on his Family, Companions and Brothers till the Day
of Recompense.

Indeed, Abl As-Sunna Wal Jamai a (People of the Sunna and Community) have stated that

worship is not regarded correct or accepted unless it is based on two great fundamentals:

FIRSTLY: WORSHIPPING ALLAH &% ALONE WITHOUT ASCRIBING ANY PARTNER TO
HiMm, which is sincerity i.e. acts of worship have to be dedicated to Allah only, free from
any blemish of Shirk (polytheism). Since every act of worship mingled with Shirg will be

in vain;

Allah =3 said: ) )
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The meaning of the verse: (And indeed it has been revealed to you (O Muhammad
#%) as it was to those (Allah's Messengers) before you: «If you join others in
worship with Allah, (then) surely (all) your deeds will be in vain and you will
certainly be among the losers.» Nay! But worship Allah (Alone and none else) and
be among the grateful.) [Az-Zumar (The Groups): 65-66].

Allah 3% also said: , , ) )
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The meaning of the verse: (But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all

that they used to do would have been of no benefit to them.) [Al-An ~4m (The
Beasts): 88].

As it is, basically, implied that Allah &% is the only Legislator of acts of worship;

Allah =3 said:

.[ZIZLS)}‘:S\]( \Mudl.\eluu.\.ﬂ\ ?@\jﬁﬂf-gﬂe@e‘)
The meaning of the verse: (Or have they partners with Allah (false gods) who have

instituted for them a religion which Allah has not ordained?) [Ash-Shtra (The
Consultation): 21].

Allah &5 said also:
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The meaning of the verse: (Then We have put you (O Muhammad #%) on a (plain)
way of (Our) commandments [like the one which We commanded Our
Messengers before you (i.e. legal ways and laws of the Islamic Monotheism)]. So
follow you that (Islamic Monotheism and its laws) and follow not the desires of
those who know not) [Al-Jathia (The Kneeling): 18].

Allah m"n;’ said also about his Messenger:
L ) &l ) s 93 o G e o 31 Loy ) (5 oy a )
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The meaning of the verse: (Say (O Muhammad #%) «I am not a new thing among
the Messengers (of Allah i.e. I am not the first Messenger) nor do I know what
will be done with me or with you. I only follow that which is revealed to me, and I
am but a plain warner») [Al-Ahqaf (The Curved Sand-hills): 9].

This means that the acts of worship that Allah &5 has instituted are Tawgifi (defined,
precise and delimited) in their aspects, numbers, appointed times and amounts. It is not
permissible to exceed or go beyond them in any manner and there is no room for
opinion in them,;

Allah W5 said:
(JMUMLM‘U\ \jiha‘gj‘ﬂi.nuhwjuﬁ\m#ﬁn )
[112 :254]

The meaning of the verse:(So stand (ask Allah to make) you (Muhammad *%) firm
and straight (on the religion of Islamic Monotheism) as you are commanded and
those (your companions) who turn to repentance (unto Allah) with you, and
transgress not (Allah's Legal Limits). Verily, He is All-Seer of what you do.) [Had:
112].

SECONDLY: WORSHIPPING ALLAH #5 WITH WHICH HE HAS LEGISLATED THROUGH
Hi1s MESSENGER'S % SAYINGS ; it appears from this fundamental that the Prophet &=
is the only informer from Allah s,

He showed Allah's Sharia in words and deeds.
He is the best example in worship.

And worship will not be achieved righteously and correctly except if it is tied with the
Sunna and sincerity as Allah =3 said:
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The meaning of the verse: (So whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord, let him

work righteousness and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord).
[Al-Kahf (The Cave): 110].

Allah =5 has enjoined us to obey Him and He has made the obedience of His Prophet
#= from His own obedience.

Allah = said:

[80 :Lull] (&) gUai 388 sl ada (s

The meaning of the verse:(He who obeys the Messenger (Muhammad #%), has
indeed obeyed Allah.) [An-Nissa' (The Women): 80].

He A also said: ) )
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The meaning of the verse:(And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad %) gives

you, take it; and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it).) [Al-Hashr (The
Gathering): 7].

And He AP said:° » ) ,
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The meaning of the verse:(Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad #%) you

have a good example to follow for him who hopes for (the Meeting with) Allah
and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much.) [Al-Ahzab (The Confederates): 21].

The Prophet %% said: 3 . .
1) 360 Uhal adle (il S e (a

"He who did a thing, far from our tradition, then it would be cancelled""

In fact, the Prophet #% manifested the religion and fulfilled the duty of proclaiming the
Message duly.

He, indeed, submitted himself to his Lord's orders accordn}g to Allah's Statement:

(Al T Lad (a3 &1 )5 &5 cpa ) 330 La &8 syl Ll )
[67 3]

The meaning of the verse:(O Messenger (Muhammad #%)! Proclaim (the Message)
which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you do not, then you
have not conveyed His Message.) [Al-M4'ida (The Table Spread With Food): 67].

" Reported by Muslim, chapter of "Judgments" (hadith 4590), Ahmad (hadith 25870), and Ad-
Daraqutni in his "Sunan" (hadith 4593), from the hadith of "Aicha w2z.
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He performed it fully and Allah &5 has completed this religion with him. He #% never
diminished it but he accepted it and he did not become discontented with it at all.

Allah;&\-’tj s/aid: . y . )
(o P 0 i s ks 'y s 480 ]
[3 .D.J.\LAM]

The meaning of the verse: (This day, I have petfected your religion for you,
completed My Favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.)
[Al-Ma'ida (The Table Spread With Food): 3].

So, the Islamic Sharia has been perfected and has dispensed with the innovators'
additions or any making up.

The Prophet #% said: , . )
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« I swear by Allah, indeed I have left you on the white path; its night and day are
alike. »°

His nation has already witnessed that he had conveyed the Message and rendered the
trust; he questioned them about that in the greatest gathering in his speech in the day of
the Farewell Pilgrimage.

In fact, the adherents of faith among our righteous Salaf (Early Predecessors) of the
Companions and those who followed their footsteps with Ihsin (good-doing) took his
way without changing, nor altering but proceeding along rightly. So, whoever turns aside
or deviates from it, his destination will be evil;

Allah M said: )
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The meaning of the verse: "And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger
(Muhammad *%) after the Right Path has been shown clearly to him; and follows
other than the believers' way, We shall keep him in the path he has chosen and

burn him in Hell, what an evil destination." [An-Nissa' (The Women): 115].

? Reported by Ibn Majah in the introduction of his "Sunan" (hadith 5), from the hadith of Abu Ad-
Darda' 2% Al-Albani considered it Hassan (good) in "Sahih Al-Jami . (hadith 9) and in "As-Silsila As-
Sahtha" (hadith 688).




THE CELEBRATION OF THE PROPHET’S BIRTHDAY
AND ITS FIRST ORIGIN

Indeed, those are the people who love the Prophet Muhammad &,

Indeed, they are sincere in respecting and glorifying him, abiding by the Sharia he came
with by submitting themselves to his orders, avoiding his prohibitions, accepting his
rulings and copying him inwardly and outwardly, according to Allah’s saying:

sH
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The meaning of the verse:(Say (O Muhammad *% to mankind): "If you (really) love
Allah then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, follow the Qut’dn and the
Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. And Alldh is Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.) [Al ‘Imrin (The Family of Imran): 31].

Imam Ibn Kathir — & 4es ) — said:
@qu.bﬁu‘.‘bmmuﬁ\ va S Ao daSla Ay S AY) 028
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""T'his verse judges everyone who pretends to love Allah and he does not abide by the way of the Prophet
Muhammad 5, indeed he is a liar concerning this matter, until be follows up the prophetic religion and
the Sharia with which Mubammad came in all his words and actions, as it is stated in the hadith:
55 388 U5 e (i S g

"He who did a thing, far from our tradition, then it would be cancelled".

Al-Hassan Al-Basri and some Sa/af said:
"IN XY Phﬂialé a3 G gy agd) @35 as )
""Some people pretended to love A//a/y z‘/aen He tested them by the fo//owmg verse:

[31 10l e JI] (A ASal A srfld ) (gl 23S ¢ &) 38)

The meaning of the verse: (Say (O Muhammad * to mankmd). "If you (really)
love Alldh then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, follow the Qur’an and

the Sunnah), Allah will love you) [Al ‘Imran (The Family of Imran): 31]*

As a branch to what is aforesaid, the celebration of the prophetic birthday, that some
people invented either by copying the Christians who celebrate Jesus “=t birthday, or —
allegedly — by love and glorification for the Prophet #% is regarded as an innovation
from others in matters of religion that the Sharia has Warned against, because that deed
is not founded in the Book of Allah &5 or in the Prophet's % Sunna.

? Previously mentioned
*See: "Tafsir Al-Qur'an Al-'Adhim" by Ibn Kathir (1/358).
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He never took up birthday of those who were before him of the Prophets and the
righteous or that of Adam , nor those who died before him such as his uncle Hamza

and his wife Khadija -c’_,i-‘?

No commemorations of such birthdays and celebrations were traced from the
Companions and Successors.

Or no similar deed was reported from the people of A/~Qurin Al-Mufadhala (the Best
Generations) or from the Imams of the four schools: Abu Hanifa, Malik, Ash-Shafi'i
and Ahmad.

So if the celebration of the Prophet’s birthday is legal, it would be preserved, because
Allah & has taken charge of preserying His Sharia; He,said:

[9: saall] (Grshdlal 41 G)y 84 G55 ¢45 )

The meaning of the verse:(Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e.

the Qur’an) and surely, We will guard it (from corruption)) [Al-Hijr (The Rocky
Tract): 9].

And if it had been preserved, the Guided Caliphs, the Companions and the Successors
would not fail to celebrate it. Moreover, if it had been a good act of worship that shows
love for the Prophet *%, they would do it before us.

As they did not do that, we knew that this does not pertain to Islam at all; the Prophet

4 said: j ) ) )
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"If somebody innovates something which is not involved in the principles of our
religion, that thing should be rejected"’.

And in a narration of Muslim, the Prophet 5 said:

1) 30 Uil adde Ll e e (a

"He who did a thing, far from our tradition, then it would be cancelled"’.

The Prophet *4 said al§o )
389 gitiass JJAY\}.LJ (dadh ¢ s3gl a5 cé..\b\uLxSuaN\ 13 [_;
AN dey
"The best speech is the Book of Allah and the best guidance is that of

Muhammad; the worst of affairs is its innovations (of heresies), and every
innovation (or heresy) is an error"’.

® Reported by Al-Bukhari, chapter of "Reconciliation" (hadith 2697), Muslim, chapter of "Judgements"
(hadith 4589), Abu Dawud, chapter of the "Sunna" (hadith 4608), Ibn Majah in the introduction of his
"Sunan" (hadith 14) and Ahmad (hadith 267806) from the hadith of "Aicha w2%.

° Previously mentioned




Hudhayfa 2% said:
cu\g}”")ﬁelu\gﬁ\\gﬂ\.uéw\ul‘éﬂ\ ’;&l&":\u“’“’ § - (JS
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"Do not do an act of worship that the Companions of the Prophet %5 used not to do, because the
Predecessors did not fail to mention anything for those who would come after'™.

*Abd AllAh Ibn Mass ad % said: )
B ey 8y sk b ) B XT5 ¥ g 1 ghod

"Follow and do not innovate, because what you have inberited is sufficient for you, and every innovation

is an ervor'’”.

It is also said:

IS s A S S e I Y

The best things are those done before on guidance
And the worst things are the heresies invented
Indeed, good lies in following the Predecessors

And surely evil lies in what successors innovated

This celebration occurred in the era of Banu "Ubayd from the Shiites who are Rafidhis.
They are called Fatimis.

These people innovated many celebrations for the Prophet %, his Family and for others
among pious people.

They did even innovate celebrations for others who are in error among superstitious
people and Qubiiris (worshippers of tombs); so they celebrate the New Year and copy
the Jews, celebrate the Prophet’s birthday and copy the Christians, celebrate the day of

"Ashura, _the birthday of "Ali Ibn Abi Talib %= &% Al-Hassan and Al- Hussayn -c’_,f?

Fatima 2% and the caliph at the time.

They celebrate also the night of Rajab, the mid-Rajab night, the night of the first day of
Sha'ban, the mid-Sha'ban night, Aid A-Ghadir (Stream Feast), Kiswar Ash-Shitd' (Winter
Clothing), Kiswat As-Sayf (Summer Clothing), the Gulf Opening Season, the day of An-

Nawréuz and many others.

! Reportsd by Muslim, chapter of "Friday" (hadith 2005) and Ahmad (hadith 145606) from the hadith of
Jabir H=s,

® Reported by Ibn Al-Mubarak in his book "Az-Zuhd" (47), Ibn Nasr in "As-Sunna" (89), Ibn Wadhah
in "Al-Bida™ (11), Ibn "Abd Al-Barr in "Al-Jami™" (1809) through "Abd Allah Ibn "Awn through
Ibrahim. This tradition has been considered authentic by Mashhar Hassan Salman in his revision for
"Al-I'tissam" of Ash-Shatibi (1/122).

” Reported by Ad-Darimi in his "Sunan" (hadith 209), At-Tabarani in "Al-Kabir" (hadith 8770), Al-
Bayhagi in "Shu'ab Al-Iman" (hadith 2216). Al-Haythami said in "Majma’Az-Zawa'id" (1/434): "It is
narrated by At-Tabarani in "Al-Kabir", and the men who narrated it ate mentioned in the "Sahih" of
Al-Bukhari and that of Muslim". It is also reported by Al-Lalaka'i in "Sharh Ussal Al-I'tigad" (1/96)
and judged authentic by Al-Albani in his revision for "Islah Al-Massadjid" (12).
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The first one who innovated this celebration was Al-Mu'iz Li-Dinillah in 362H in
Cairo.

The celebration continued till it was suppressed by Al-Afdal Abu Al-Qassim, the Emir
of the armies Ibn Badr Al-Jamali and the Minister of the Caliph Al-Musta li Billdh in
490H".

He came after them “Umar Ibn Muhammad Al-Mulla Al-Irbiliy'', one of the famous
Sufis'”.

He was, in fact, the first one to revive the celebration of the Prophet’s birthday heresy in
Al-Mawsil".

The king of Irbil copied him'* and so did others.

This means that these celebrations had been innovated by the Rafidhi Batini Fatimis
(Shiites).

They were the first to make propaganda and endeavor to spread them as it is stated in
the books of history.

This is done as an imitation to those we have been ordered to not follow among Jews
and Christians.

The Prophetw— said: -
Mﬁbﬁuﬂ /c&bdal.ﬁbdjc)mbu?ﬂ:ﬂdlsw """»
QS b 08¢ s b.a.d\j.{ggd\cw\ hhhcbjuﬁdum

"You will follow the wrong ways of your predecessors so completely and literally
that if they should go into the hole of a mastigure, you too will go there. We said:
"O Allah’s Apostle! Do you mean the Jews and the Christians?". He replied: "Whom
else?""”.

5&\

" See "Al-Mawa'idh Wal-I'tibar" by Al-Maqrizi (1/432-433), "Subh Al-A’sha" by Al-Qalagshandi
(3/398), "Al-Ibda™" by "Ali Mahfadh (126) and "Al-Qawl El-Fasl Fi Hukm El-Thtifal Bi Mawlid Khayri
Er-Russul" by Isma'il Al-Ansari (68).

" Trbil is a big city and one of the regions of Mawsil (Mosul). And Mawsil is an ancient city founded on
one of the sides of Tiger. It is one of the greatest cities of Iraq. It is called so [Mawsil] because it links
between the Gulf and Iraq. It is said also that it linked Tiger to Euphrates. [See: "Ar-Rawdh Al-Mi tar"
of Al-Humayri (563), "Al-Lubab" of Ibn Al-Athir (1/39 — 3/269) and "Marassid Al-Ittila™" of As-Safiy
Al-Baghdadi (1/51 — 3/1333).

2 He is “Umar Ibn Muhammad Ibn Khadhir Al-Irbili Al-Mawsili Abu Hafs Mu'in Ad-Din, Sheikh Al-
Mawsil called Al-Mulla. Many narrations have been reported about him regarding his relationship with
king Nar Ad-Din Mahmud Ibn Zinki who died in (570H). [See his biography in "Al-Bidaya Wan-
Nihaya" of Ibn Kathir (12/282)] and "Al-A’lam" of Az-Zarkali (5/60)].

" See: "Al-Ba'ith “Ala Inkar Al-Bida® Wal-Hawadith" of Abu Shima (24).

" He is the glorious king Abu Sa‘id Kdkubra Ibn Zin Ad-Din Ibn Buktikin. He died in the castle of
Itbil in (630H). See "Al-Bidaya Wan-Nihaya" of Ibn Kathir (13/136)], "Wafayat Al-A'lam" of Ibn
Khalakan (4/113) and "Shadharat Adh-Dhahab" of Ibn Al-'Imad (5/138)].

"> Reported by Al-Bukhari, chapter of "Holding fast by the Book and Sunna" (hadit? 7320) and

Muslim, chapter of "Knowledge" (hadith 6952) from the hadith of Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri £,
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The Shiites are, undoubtedly, the most influenced by the Jews and the Christians. For
that reason, they have as many celebrations and emblems as them, and most of their
ideas and creeds are like theirs.

In fact, it is known for a person who analyzes the fundamentals of the Rafidhis that
Shiites creed roots have idolater, Assyrian and Babylonian evident marks.

In addition, their sayings about "Ali Ibn Abi Talib “% are as the same as the sayings of
the Christians about Jesus =t in every respect; and this not surprising, because the
founder of the faith fundamentals of Rafidhis is "Abd Allah Ibn Saba' Al-Himyari from
Yemen, who converted to Islam outwardly; he transmitted his creed and what he found
in the Jewish thought into Shiism'.

'* See the studies made on the Shiites in the following references: "Tarikh Al-Imamiyya Wa Aslafihim
Mina Ash-Shi‘a" by doctor "Abd Alldh Fayyadh, "Ash-Shi‘a Wa At-Tashayu™, "Ashi’a Wa Ahl Al-
Bayt" by Ihsan Ilahi Dhahir and "As-Sira® Bayna Ash-Shi‘a Wat-Tashayu™ by doctor Mussa Al-
Mussawi. . .etc.




10



EVENTS AND BLAMEWORTHY THINGS

The celebration of birthdays had never been known by the Muslims before the 4"
century of Hegira.

Nor had the Sa/af done it with the presence of its requirement and the absence of
prohibition. _

If that had been a pure good thing or preferred one, the Salaf 222 would have been

more worthy doing it than we have.
Their love for the Prophet %% was much more intense and glorified than ours.

They were more desirous to do good, as Sheikh El-Islaim Ibn Taymiya stated it in his
book "Al-Iqtidha""", knowing that the Prophet #% said:

o. © < ¢ o % (@ K “%s a‘;’ s e’z
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“Beware! You must adhere to Sunna and the ways of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs

who came after me. Hold fast to it”'®,.

The Rightly Caliphs never did that.

The first to have done that are the Rafidhi Fatimis. Later, the Sufis had copied them and
took the prophetic birthday as a religious feast.

Accordingly, they innovated some heresies under the pretext of loving the Prophet *%;
they light candles, turn on lights and enlighten homes, mosques and tombs.

They follow that with troubling the situation by using different kinds of bangers, as a
way to play and manifest joy.

They make also big expenses in terms of adornment, in establishing feasts and feeding
people, in addition to what is prepared by audiovisual mass media during this occasion,
i.e. songs, music, popular [poetical] praising, mixing between men and women in a
blameworthy way. During this occasion also, poets and writers apply themselves to
praise the Prophet %% and state his biography.

This happens by the help of some newspapers, which open the way for people of
passions and they in whose hearts is a disease to spread distraction, ironical articles and
things that shake the principles.

These criticisms include also exaggeration, false information and errors in the stated legal
rulings and they are accompanied with provocation and defiance.

What is more dangerous is the way with which the Sufi brotherhoods celebrate the
Prophet’s birthday; they show the religious aspect by gathering around the tombs,
uttering praises and special invocations.

" "Iqtidha' As-Sirat Al-Mustagim" by Ibn Taymiya (2/123).

' Reported by At-Tirmidhi (hadith 2891), Ibn Majah in the introduction of his "Sunan" (44), and
Ahmad (hadith 17606), from the hadith of Al- Irbadh Ibn Saria . This hadith has been judged
authentic by Al-Albani in "As-Silsila As-Sahiha" (hadith 9306).
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They read untrue traditions as regarding the Prophet #% and follow it with beating on
drums, dancing acrobatically, applause and lack of respect to the Book of Allah 35, let
alone their praises and poems about the Prophet #% which are full of exaggeration
against which the Prophet #% warned by saying:

¢ h\LAAlA ‘?‘J’“U“u"‘"“"; LSJMJ\uJHLASu.\JJhY
AJ EX] Am 3 3.‘ JM
"Do not exaggerate in praising me as ‘the Chrlstlans praised the son of Mary, for I
am only a slave. So, call me Allah’s Slave and Apostle""”.

These are just some things among others which come — in their general appearance —
under what is called the “Folkloric” popular feast marked with a religious aspect.

It is also supported by the authorities who consider the celebration of the Prophet’s
birthday as a religious feast in which holidays are established, even if the Sharia has
instituted only two feasts;

Anas % narrated that:

O\ Lagad & siay ol gy Adaaal) aliay Ay 4l A Lo db) ( guny addyy

"When the Apostle of Allah %% came to Medina, the people had two days on which they
would play. He asked: UL‘J-‘M U‘-\“ L "What are these two days (what is their

significance)?" They said: mu‘ (_53 L‘ﬁ-‘ﬁ ﬁ US "We used to play on them in
the pre-Islamic period". The Apostle of Allah *% said:

_hadl) 5503 o A a slagia 154 u@é.sm 38 2 &)
"Allah has given you instead of them two days that are better than them, the day
of sacrifice and the day of the breaking of the fast"”.

What is particularly surprising is that some people, who are preachers and who pretend
to follow the way of the Companions, Predecessors and those who follow them in a
good way, and pretend to adhere to the Book and the Sunna, give them supremacy over
every thing, act according to the understanding of the Pious Predecessors whose
leadership and justice are admitted by the whole nation, when the Sufis have more
influence in the country they take part in their processions, assemble with them around
the tables and attend their feasts.

They strive to justify their acts by seeking for suspicions and sayings of the scholars, and
form them — allegedly — in a way to give them the status of proofs.

"” Reported by Al-Bukhari, chapter of "The traditions of the Prophets" (hadith 3261), Ad-Darimi in his
"Sunan" @adith 2682) and Ahmad in his "Musnad" (hadith 333) from the hadith of "Umar Ibn Al-
Khattab 5,

* Reported by Abu Dawdd, chapter of "Prayer" (hadith 1134), Al-Hakim in "Al—MusEadrak" (hadith
1091) and Ahmad in his "Musnad" (hadith 12416) from the hadith narrated by Anas 5, This hadith
has been judged authentic by Ibn Hajar in "Fath Al-Bari" (2/513) and Al-Albani in "Sahih Al-Jami™"
(hadith 4381).
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This is in order to legitimatize their positions and preserve their different interests and
aims.

By so doing, they please them by way of flattery according to the saying that goes:
When in Rome do as the Romans do".

Indeed, they do not know that Allah &% is far better to please if they were believers and
truthful; the Prophet *% said:

cuau\ \ ol.ﬁS u.nu\ .h;.u.u Am u.;'AJ
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"Whoever pleases Allah by angering the people, Allah will suffice him, but
whoever angers Allah by pleasing the people, Allah will leave him to the
p e Oplen21

What is far more surprising is that when the opinions of .45/ As-Sunna (People of the
Sunna) agree on the truth and religion and that their union is consolidated, they change
their positions and precipitate to be guiders and warners.

In fact, Allah &5 spoke about this kind of people in His Word:
A8 I BE ) A8 Jad A B (5g) 1B Al Gl sk s ) (a)
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The meaning of the verse: Of mankind are some who say: ""We believe in Allah."
But if they are made to suffer for the sake of Allah, they consider the trial of
mankind as Alldh’s punishment; and if victory comes from your Lord, (the
hypocrites) will say: '"Verily we were with you (helping you)." Is not Allih Best
Aware of what is in the breasts of the ‘Alamin (mankind and jinn). Verily, Allah
knows those who believe, and verily, He knows the hypocrites [i.e. Alldh will test
the people with good and hard days to discriminate the good from the wicked,
although Alldh knows all that before putting them to test]." [Al-"Ankabtt (The
Spider): 10-11].

' Reported by Ibn Hibban in his "Sahih" (hadith 277) and Ash-Shihab Al-Qudha‘i in his "Musnad"
(hadith 501). This hadith has been judged authentic by Al-Albani in "As-Silsila As-Sahiha" (hadith
2311).
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SUSPICIONS AND DECEPTION

The adherents of desires usually stick to suspicions to deceive the common people and
all those who are on their footsteps.

And an ignorant person may think — by good intention — that they are the rulings of
Sharia and its proofs™:

A die Ga b Lag A ie (e 3h ROL "”)
[78 10 e J1] (Grsalin ahy Gi&h & & sl sy

The meaning of the verse: (... and they say: "Thls is from Allah," but it is not from

Allah; and they speak a lie against Alldh while they know it) [Al ‘Imrin (The
Family of Imran): 78].

Among their suspicions and ]ustlﬁcatlons is their foundmg on Allah's Statement:

[58 :ois] (s aa s BYEGY Y \p}ﬂd&dﬁ@n};ﬂ‘d«mdﬁ)
The meaning of the verse: (Say «In the Bounty of Alldh, and in His Mercy (i.e.

Islam and the Qur 4n); therein let them rejoice. That is better than what (the
wealth) they amass.) [Yinus (Jonah): 58].

They argue that there is, in this verse, a proof justifying manifesting joy concerning the
Prophet’s birth and the celebration of his birthday.

Among their suspicions and ]ustlﬁcatlons also, Allah’s saying:

[5: HA‘)J\] (JJSMJ&:AJSJHMYJSJ“AL)\ A.\S\ehheAJSJJ)

The meaning of the verse: (...and remind them of the Annals of Alldh. Truly,

therein are Ayat (evidence, proofs and signs) for every patient, thankful (person).)
[Ibrahim (Abraham): 5].

* The birthday of the Prophet ¥% may be celebrated by an interpreter jurist or an imitating person who
is ignorant of its ruling, but he has a good intention; in this case, he is excused for his ignorance
because he doesn’t know its ruling or he contradicts it by a jurisprudential effort of interpretation or by
imitation; unlike someone who knows its ruling and acts in opposition to his knowledge.

This is, in fact, what did mean Sheikh Al-Islim Ibn Taymiya — 4 4es) — when he said in his book “Al-
Iqtidha™ (2/162):

comwﬂy&ﬁ\uﬂuﬁ\gwh}\Lpuihﬂadﬁcuuyodha\\gﬁ}d\w
LAUAL\S\UAMUAQMMMJJMMLASPS“JM\JUQ \‘AAAM\J\,MJSM3
Sdsall Cpagall (o iy

“Glorifying the Prophet’s Birthday and considering it a feast may be done by some people and they
will have too much reward because of their good intention and their glorification for the Prophet ¥ as
I aforesaid. In fact, some people may do things which would be considered as good but they will be
considered blameworthy acts if they are done by well guided people”. [See: “Majmi” Al-Fatawa” by Ibn
Taymiya (22/23)].
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This is to thank Allah &5 for the birth of the Prophet #,

There is in the verse — as they believe — evidence that it is permissible to take the month
of Rabi” Al-'Awwal and its twelfth night to manifest rejoice and celebrate the Prophet’s
birthday, explain his biography to people, state his moralities, miracles, merits and what
he faced during his dawah i.e. difficulties and sufferings, and how enduring he was in
worshipping Allah &5, avoiding his prohibitions and accepting His destiny.

He was grateful to Allah and thankful for the bounties he granted him. He abided by His
orders; all this is a kind of remembrance of the Annals of Allah &5,

Their support for that came, also, in what was reported in "Sahth Muslim" that the
Prophet *% was asked about observmg fasting on Monday and he said;

Qum\z\e\gmcpdiuflu‘gﬁuéabﬂ\‘)mﬂ\d}u 5
«‘,JQJ \M\gcué&g‘hﬁ» - Jlaa

"This is the day on which I was born, and on which, too, I was divinely
inspired"”.

The meaning of the hadith shows the honor of his birth *% and it indicates that the
celebration of his birthday is legal.

And among their arguments about the permissibility of celebrating the Prophet’s
birthday, the fact that the punishment of Abu Lahab is alleviated on every Monday,
because he set free Thuwayba when she brought him the glad tiding of the Prophet’s &%
birth, as it is stated in “-Sahih Al-Bukhari™:

Gl il g8 cagd i 5 i Y B3 A 536 OB
Md&c@;}ﬁuﬂh\““@ju@.‘y\uuwa ?““3& \ul\a

ﬁ/"&ﬁ%o&@m@\ﬁéﬁ@\eﬁ u.g.‘y\dlﬁ"u.\ﬁhh
‘Urwa narrated: "Thuwayba was the freed slave girl of Abu Lahab whom he had
manumitted, and she suckled the Prophet =", When Abu Lahab died, one of his
relatives saw him in a dream in a very bad state. He asked him: '""What have you
faced?” Abu Lahab said: "I have found no rest since I left you, except that I have
been given water to drink in this (the space between his thumb and other fingers)
just for my manumitting Thuwayba'*,

So, as rejoicing with the birth of the Prophet #% is a reason to alleviate the punishment
of Abu Lahab, this is a proof that it is permissible to manifest happiness and joy because
of the Prophet’s birth and then celebrate his birthday™.

» Reported by Muslim, chapter of "Fasting" (hadith 2807), Abu Dawtd, chapter of "Fasting" (hadith

2428) and Ahmad (hadith 23215) from the hadith of Abu Qatada Al-Ansari %52,
24 Reported by Al-Bukhari, chapter of ”Marnage o/ 140) concermng Allah’s saying:

[23: c-\.u.d\ (‘aSMJ\ ua)-]\ éﬁl-g-d\\g)
(Forbidden unto you are your mothers) [An-Nissa' (The Women): 23] and the foster relations
prohibit what blood relations prohibit (regarding marriage) on the authority of "Urwa Ibn Az-Zubayr.
% See: "Al-Mawahib Al-Laduniya" by Al-Qastalani (1/260).
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Moreover, the aim behind the celebration of the Prophet’s birthday — as it is stated by
the Sufi brotherhoods — is to thank Allah &5 for the creation of the Prophet #%, and that
thanking Allah 5 for that is by establishing banquets, giving food to people and
expending slavishly for the poor as they pretend,

in addition to the other good deeds such as gathering to recite the Quran, uttering
invocations, saluting the Prophet #%, listening to his honorable attributes, reading his
fragrant biography; all this is good — for them — and it is not prohibited.

It is even required for the celebration of this occasion.

Also, they justify this by the fact that the Prophet %% urged his nation to observe fasting
in “Ashurd' as a way to thank Allah &5 because He rescued Mussa (Moses) and those
who were with him from Pharaoh.

All that is a proof that it is legal to celebrate the Prophet’s birthday™.

And the fact of gathering to celebrate it reflects the love held for the Prophet #% and his
glorification.

Some say that the celebrations of birthdays are among the traditions of _Ah/ AL-Kitab
(People of the Book, i.e. Jews and Christians), and if a tradition is widespread among
Muslims, it is considered as one of theirs, and that a heresy is not inherent to traditions
but it is rather inherent to acts of worship.

% See: “Al-Fatiwa Al-Hadithiya” by Ibn Hajar Al-Haytami (909-974) and “Al-Hawi Lil-Fatawi” by As-
Suyuti (1/260).
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REFUTING SUSPICIONS AND DIFFERENT JUSTIFICATIONS

It is obvious that the interpretation of the meanmg of the following verse:

[58 o st] (Grshada aa 58 3h 1A 50lb GRS ATad iy ) Jiady B)
The meaning of the verse: (Say <In the Bounty of A]lah and in His Mercy (i.e.

Islim and the Qur “4n); therein let them rejoice. That is better than what (the
wealth) they amass.) [Yanus (Jonah): 58] by the birth of the Prophet #% is not certified
by any interpretation.

It is contrary to what the honored Companions and eminent Imams interpreted; they
said that « The Bounty of Allah » is the Quran and « His mercy » is Islam.

This is the statement of Ibn Abbas, Abu Sa id Al-Khudi 222, And they also said:
-l Lagis g ‘?G'b A:\S\g.a.'aJ @Jﬂ‘WJz'UU“L.‘; Gt J@ 136 9
oSall s Jd g cﬂMuAMu\ sdlian g GIAN ) Juad

« The Bounty of Allah is the Quran and His Mercy is that He will make you its (the
Quran) adherents ». And it is said that it was the reverse”.

In short, Allah = has never ordered His slaves to specify the birth eve with joy and
celebration. However, He has enjoined them to be happy and glad with Islam, the
religion of truth which Allah &5 has sent down upon His Prophet 2.

The proof is Allah's Statement: -
[107 : +LaI] (Gaadali 4ad 5 ) @Gt W)
The meaning of the verse: (And We have sent you (O Muhammad *%) not but as a

mercy for the 'Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists)) [Al-Anbiyi' (The
Prophets): 107].

In fact, the verse pointed out to the sending of the Prophet #% and not to his birth;
Allah 35 said — when recalhng His bounties on the believers —:

(e.@.us.\\ YyaJe.@.\ﬁc_\ud\u.\:@yd\uiﬁAm )
[164 :0) e J]

The meaning of the verse:(Indeed Allah conferred a great favour on the believers
when He sent among them a Messenger (Muhammad *%) from among
themselves) [Al ‘Imran (The Family of Imran): 164].

And in “Sahih Muslim”, the Prophet #% said:
ﬂ\.AAJ v ’Lu\g L] Ead ./D‘Pju"‘

“I have not been sent as an invoker of curse, but I have been sent as a (source of)
mercy™®’”.

77 See: "Tafsir Al-Qurtubi” (8/353) and “Tafsir Ibn Kathir” (2/402-403).
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Also, in another version in “Sahth Muslim”, when the Prophet % was asked about
observing fasting on Monday, he said:

4 Cla) a5

“And this is the day on which I was sent™’

As for Allah’s Saying:

5 e.\A\J;\] (JJSMJMJSJHU\J&JLAL)\ A ebheAJSJ\g)
The meaning of the verse:(...and remind them of the Annals of Allah. Truly, therein

are Ayat (evidence, proofs and signs) for every patient, thankful (person).)
[Ibrahim (Abraham): 5].

This means that he (the Prophet #%) should remind them of the bounties that Allah 5
has bestowed upon them and to warn them against His wrath which fell on people of
Nth (Noah), "Ad (Aad) and Thamdd (Thamud), ie. he should admonish them by
inciting them to good doing and warning them against bad doing, promising a good end
for the pious and warning them against the bad one, because this remembrance includes
major signs of monotheism and reveals the perfect power of Allah &5 for every Muslim.

In addition, this verse has been followed with the two aforementioned attributes which
e: “Patience and thankfulness”, which are the quintessence of faith®!) as it is reported
in an authentic hadith in which the Prophet %5 said:

ﬁUA\u\ cu«a}}dﬂ‘g‘&\zd\éud\g s ‘\JS \u\ cw}d‘f\z i,
4.“/“ LSﬁc«JM» f«\“' ‘\IMA‘ u‘g c‘\l\/“ LSQ«JSM» f-\f);a

“Strange are the ways of a believer for there is good in every affair of his and this
is not the case with anyone else except in the case of a believer for if he has an
occasion to feel delight, he thanks (Allah), thus there is a good for him in it, and
if he gets in trouble and shows resignation (and endures it patiently), there is a
good for him in it

And it is known that the Companions 255 and those who came after them among
people of faith, who used to endure patiently in case of difficulties, thank [Allah] in
easiness, revive the Sunna of the Prophet #% and follow his way, did neither understand
from the verse that it is permissible to celebrate the Prophet’s birthday nor did they
celebrate it.

* Reported by Muslim, chapter of “Virtue” (hadith 2778) on the authority of Abu Hurayra &

2 See: “Hiwar Al-Maliki” by Ibn Mani (85).

* Reported by Muslim, chapter of “Fasting”, concerning t?e desirability to observe three fasts monthly
(hadith 2747) on the authority of Abu Qatida Al-Ansari %5,

*! See: “Tafsir Ibn Kathir” (2/523) and “Fath Al-Qadir” by Ash-Shawkani (3/94).

*? Reported by Muslim, chapter of “Abstinence and heart melting” concer?ing the fact that every act of

a believer is a blessing for him (hadith 7500) on the authority of Suhayb “&=
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This occurred, in fact, after the era of ALQurin Ath-Thalitha Al-Mufadhala (the Best
Three Generations).

As for the susp1c1on that they aroused with the hadith:

Y\eﬂupwfujuuw A e A Jam &
«UJD JJ.\‘ 4.\53 u_mly\.\e» due.

"This is the day on which I was born, and on which too, I was divinely
inspired"”; it proves only that it is recommended to observe fasting on Monday™*.

So, the Prophet did just fast on that day, and what was sufficient for the Prophet is,
indeed, sufficient for his nation.

For this reason, thanking Allah for the creation of the Prophet *% should be confined to
this legal context which is to observe fasting.

This is in one hand, in another hand, Monday which witnessed the birth of the Prophet
and his sending — as it is stated in he hadith — was also the day of his death as
unanimously agreed among scholars™.

As it is much known also that both his date of birth and death were in the month of
Rabi® Al-'Awwal.

So why people rejoice at his birth and do not be sad for his death; in fact, being sad
because of his death is no less important than rejoicing at his birth, especially when we
know that the death of the Prophet *% is one of the greatest calamities that have ever
befallen Mushrns and their nation; the Prophet =5 said:

a3l Gha 3o (uldl) o 280 Ll (ull Lg;\ L

=

w

chJmMu.d\M\uﬁ ‘@MM

Lr"‘:“"“U"‘\ﬁb W cam%ghaﬁd (A \UA\ \ulﬁ
“O people, let any person — or any believer — who has been afflicted with a
calamity remember his calamity by me and hence find solace in his calamity by
any other person [or occurrence], for no one from my nation will be afflicted by a
calamity after me that is more severe upon him than my calamity’.

-’h\n

* Previously reported See Footnote 23

* One of the amazing contradictions is that the people who hold the celebration of the Prophet’s
birthday detest to observe fasting on Monday if it coincides with it, because this would be a feast which
implies joy and rejoice. So, fasting would be detested on such day. However, the Prophet *%
recommended fasting on that day; he used to observe fasting on that day and incited people to do it.
Al-Hattab reported in “Mawahib Al-Jalil” (2/406): “Sheikh Zarriq said when he explained Al-
Qortobiya that observing fasting when celebrating the Prophet’s birthday was detested by some who
lived near the era of some people whose knowledge and piety are valid”. He said that it was one of the
Aids of Muslims and fasting should not be observed on it; in fact, our sheikh Abu Abd Allah Al-Qawri
used to mention it often and approves it!!?”.

 See: “Fath Al-Bari” by Ibn Hajar (8/129).

% Reported by Ibn Majah, chapter of “Funerals” (hadith 1599) and Al-Bayhagji, chapter of “Branches of

faith” (hadith 10154) on the authority of “Aicha S22 Al-Albani judged authentic this hadith thanks to
its Shawahid (other hadiths that support it) in “As-Silsila As-Sahtha” (3/98).
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Ibn Al-Hadj Al-Maliki — A 4 ) — said:
&) a0l g JaY —adiiLas— g jeall g 7 il (Alially A gal) () slary S Cuaal) quaall

4y Al S ) i) 4 bl g Al g Al A0 Lia ga g ca SI gl 138 (B el g Al g Ale
KT ulaé kY cibaal (e a8 sﬂ]édd&g'ﬂﬁﬁ& Claa Cuval g AN cand g Jag 3o
Al g dgle A a4l gl Ay cupal Ll Aty cflasd) IS 3180 g ¢ S0 ¢ 3adl g s1S0)
" . e};‘ 9
“What is particularly surprising is the fact that they celebrate the birthday of the Prophet by songs, joy
and rejoice — as it is aforesaid — because he was born in this blessed month, at the same time when the
Prophet 3= left this world. Thus, the nation has been seriously afflicted by such calamity. 1t is, in fact,
an unequal and unprecedented calamity. Accordingly, one should rather weep and be very sad, and
isolate himself for having lost the Prophet 3%. The prophet #% said:
= Asvaall agilaa 2L galcall (g jad 3
9337

“Let my death be a solace for the Muslims during their afflictions™”".

Moreover, there is no particularity in the twelfth day of Rabi® Al-'Awwal out of the other
days — if it were really the day in which the Prophet *% was born — since nothing was
reported from the Prophet #% that he specified it with fasting or any other deed, nor that
people of AL-Quriin Ath-Thalitha did it after him. So it shows clearly that it does not have
any merit in relation to other days.

It is worth mentioning that "Umar Ibn Al-Khattab % and those who were with him
among honorable Companions were unanimous to begin the Islamic calendar by the
date of the emigration of the Prophet #%. Thus, they contradicted the Christians who
began their calendar by the birth of Jesus #==. Sa'ld Ibn Al-Mussayyib said:

Q@J&\«,ﬁ%eﬁ Zg\ Cma ;P@M@m\jﬁ &)
«MﬁAwn\g.«'AJJASMé4&J&\@J\ﬂﬁ3ﬂ\dﬂ)ﬁuexw
“"“Umar gathered the Muslims and asked them: from when shall we begin our calendar?
Ali Ibn Abi Talib said: “From the day the Prophet emigrated [to Medina] and left the

land of polytheism. So, "Umar &% adopted it

In addition, it is never reported that they took his birth, sending, emigration and death as
teasts and celebrated them, nor did they copy the Christians in establishing the Islamic

calendar.

And as it is known, the Christians used to celebrate the Prophets' birthdays.

°" See: “Al-Madkhal” by Ibn Al-Haj (2/16-17).

% Reported by Al-Hakim in “Al-Mustadrak” (3/15) number (4278) and he said about it: “This tradition
has an authentic chain of narration and it is not reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim”. It is reported on
the authority of "Uthman Ibn "Ubayd Allih Abou Rafi* after Sa'id Ibn Al-Mussayyib — 4 & —,
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Thus, how one lets down the ways of the rightly guided Caliphs and follows the way of
the lost Christians!?
The Prophet #= sald

(g 1 58ad (gl uadm\j\ ;uu\ M‘gcruwes.\ha
h\jﬂht@.ﬁ& | gal 3

“You must adhere to my Sunna and to the way of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs,
Adhere to it and cling to it strongly””.

It is also notorious that the way of the Companions 2% should be tfollowed, and that
Allah &5 has warned those who contradict the [right] path of the believers.

Allah &5 said:
Crialall Jut 8 i 3 4 Gt L 33 e J g ) dﬂu‘:‘ 23)
[115 : Laill] (\Mueu\g*ﬂma\gui

The meaning of the verse: (And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger
(Muhammad *%) after the Right Path has been shown clearly to him; and follows
other than the believers' way, We shall keep him in the path he has chosen and
burn him in Hell, what an evil destination.) [An-Nissa' (The Women): 115].

As for he who had seen in dream that the punishment of Abu Lahab was alleviated after
his death on every night of Monday™, the answer for that can be made in different ways:
e FIRSTLY: it is neither stated in the tradition which is reported by Al-Bukhari that his
punishment is alleviated on every Monday, nor did Abu Lahab free Thuwayba because
she brought him the good news of the Prophet’s birth.

In fact, Ibn Hajar said that Abu Lahab freed her after the Prophet’s emigration®'.

It is also reported that he set her free so long before the Prophet’s birth®.

e SECONDLY: this is a Mursal” tradition which is stated by “Urwa and he didn’t
mention the one who transmitted it to him.

[J THIRDLY: even if we presume that this tradition is Mawsz/ (connected), what was
mentioned in this information is a vision, and a vision can not be an argument as Ibn
Hajar declared it*.

* Reported by Abu Dawtd, chapter of “Sunna” (hadith 4607), At-Tirmidhi, chapter of “Knowledge”
(hadith 2891), Ibn Majah in the introduction of his “Sunan” (44) and Ahmad (hadith 17606) on the
authority of Al-"Irbadh Ibn Sariya 2% 1cis judged authentic by Al-Albani in “As-Silsila As-Sahiha”
930).

go Se)e: “Al-Mawahib Al-Laduniya” by Al-Qastalani (1/260).

! See: “Al-Issaba” by Ibn Hajar (4/258).

* See: “Sharh Az-Zargani” on “Al-Mawahib Al-Laduniya” (1/259).

* Mursal a Mursal hadith is a hadith which is attributed to the Prophet % by a Tabi'i (Successor).

21



Al-Mu allimi — 41} 4es ) — said:

w&hﬁ@djc@gﬁnghjc Cdum‘fhjj\u\uisehi\db\
dasaa Ae ph daa cidd) g 1)) Lg_n

“Scholars agree that visions are not valid as arguments. They are tidings and warnings.

We can refer to them when they coincide with a correct legal [religious] proof™™®.

e FOURTHLY: the one who saw him in the dream is his brother Al-"Abbas &%, and
this was one year after the death of Abu Lahab after the Battle of Badr as it is
mentioned by As-Suhayli*’; Al->Abbas might not be converted to Islam yet then®’.

e FIFTHLY: this information contradicts the clear text of the Quran and contradicts
also the unanimity of scholars:

Allah & said:
[23u1§)sl\]( ! Uﬁcwﬁﬁd&w\ﬂ&uuﬂﬁéﬁj
The meaning of the verse: (And We shall turn to whatever deeds they (disbelievers,

polytheists, sinners) did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered floating
particles of dust) [Al-Furgan (The Criterion): 23].

Yo

Allah & said also , ) ) )
osla \4\ A sla Slalal) 4 Aaid, 9\}&3 agdlas | | 9388 Fpdlly)

39 ¢ Lsil] (Lo papg &l

The meaning of the verse: (As for those who dlsbeheve, their deeds are like a
mirage in a desert. The thirsty one thinks it to be water, until he comes up to it,
he finds it to be nothing) [An-Nir (The Light): 39].

And Allah &5 said:
(chuale 35 (A g3l 4 S5 a8 aflad] aghs 15088 Gl o)
[18 :pl ]

The meaning of the verse: (The parable of those who disbelieved in their Lord is

that their works are as ashes, on which the wind blows furiously on a stormy day)
[Ibrahim (Abraham): 18§].

“ See: “Fath Al-Bari” by Ibn Hajar (9/145).

* See: “At-Tankil” by Al-Mu allimi (2/242).

‘0 See: “Al-Bidaya Wan-Nihaya” by Ibn Kathir (2/273).
7 See: “Al-Issiba” By Ibn Hajar (2/271).
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Indeed, Abu Lahab was one of the most harmful and hostile people toward the Prophet
#=. This undermines the said rejoice if it turns out correct.

Also, Al-Qadhi “Iyadh stated the unanimity that the acts of disbelievers will avail them
naught. They will neither be rewarded by any delight, nor will their punishment be
alleviated, even if some of them will be punished more than others*.

e SIXTHLY: even if we admit by way of argumentation that the punishment of Abu
Lahab is alleviated because of his manumission of Thuwayba, the birth of the
Prophet and the fact that he had been fed by Thuwayba, this would not go unknown
by the Prophet #%, as he had known that the punishment of Abu Talib is alleviated
because of the protection he granted him; however no one reported that the Prophet
*= took his day of birth as a feast, nor did people of ALQurin Al-Mufadhala do it
after him.

As for giving charity to the poor, feeding the needy and performing other deeds of piety
and righteousness, they are of the greatest goods and kinds of obedience as long as they
occur according to Sharia, but doing them specifically in a way which is not confirmed
except with a religious text is not permissible, according to the following rule:

£ Al Jad (Jal) Jasis 1)

“If a principle is invalid, its branch is invalid too”*

As for the lessons, examples, warnings, preaching, reciting the Quran, remembrance,
blessing upon the Prophet #% and reading his biography and others, they are allowed
every time and place without specification, in mosques, schools, public and private
meetings and gatherings.

They come under the previous rule: o )
) AL 484 2 Jial) Jadi 1)
g - = - 2550

“If a principle is invalid, and it is possible to apply it, the branch is invalid too””".

And if we want by the lessons, admonitions and reading the biography of the Prophet
#% the commemoration of his person, [we should know] that Allah &5 has exalted his
fame in life, in the hereafter and during all the times; his name is mentioned with that of
Allah &5 when calling to prayer, in sermons, in prayers, in Igima, in Tashahud ...etc.

So, mentioning him just when celebrating his birthday is a negligence regarding his right,
an omission regarding his glorification and a lack as regards his reverence and love.

* See: “Fath Al-Bari” by Ibn Hajar (9/135).

“ This is a constant rule in both abstract and concrete things, because if the basis is undermined, all
what is built on it will be undermined too. [See: “Al-Ashbah Wan-Nada’ir” by As-Suyuti (119) and “Al-
Ashbah Wan-Nada’ir” by Ibn Nujaym (134)].

" An-Nawawi expressed it in this way. See: “Al-Majma"” by An-Nawawi (1/392).
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As for *Ashurd' that the Prophet #% urged to fast by way of thanking Allah & for the
rescue of Mussa (Moses) and those with him; it was not but a submission to the order of
the Prophet #% and an obedience [for him]| as well.

And it was to thank Allah & for His support of the truth against falsehood. But there is
no close or far evidence to hold the birthday celebration, to gather for it and to create
religious seasons to link — allegedly — times with events.

However, the Prophetic recommendation for his nation is to express their gratefulness
for Allah &5 by fasting in “Ashura' and not by considering it as an Aid and, consequently,
joining the celebration of the Prophet’s birthday to it, because there is no feast in the
year, in Islam, except that of Aid Al-Adha and Aid Al-Fitr, as it is aforesaid.

And if it had been instituted as an Aid, it would be recommended and fasting would be
forbidden, because people are the guests of Allah &#=2in the Aid, and fasting is
considered, then, an avoidance of hospitality.

For this reason, it is invalid to join the ruling regarding the celebration of the Prophet’s
birthday to “Ashurd' by analogy, because the celebration of “Ashura' is not instituted by
the Sharia.

In addition, the celebration of the birthday of Jesus #=: (Christmas) is not of the
disbelievers' traditions, but it is of their acts of worship, as Ibn Al-Qayyim stated it by
saying:

QUSH Jal Cuda cpa OIS 3 JaY cilaliag sdis (e dda Y g ASaY) (sl (e
0Dta a5 (IS 5 vl 3o graeall J)gad Gla ) ) sl )
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« Whoever distinguishes any place or time from himself with kinds of worship for that reason, he is of the
people of the Scriptures (Jews and Christians) who mafke the time of the Christ's different states seasons

and acts of worship, such as the day of his birth (The Nativity), Baptism Day’’ and others among his
different states »°.

And if we presume, by way of argumentation, that it is of their traditions; it is prohibited
that we copy the people of the Scriptures and that we should not copy them neither in
their festivals nor in others, because the Prophet %5 said:

of &
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*' The Baptism in Christianity: the priest sprinkles or puts the baby under water in the name of the
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit and then recites some passages from the Bible upon him as a sign that
he has become spiritually pure from sins and that he is now a Christian. [See “Al-Mu’jam Al-Wassit”
(2/626) and “Al-Massihiyya” by Ahmad Shabli (30/168-169)].

 See: “Zad Al-Ma'ad” by Ibn Al-Qayyim (1/59).

24




“He who copies a people becomes one of them””. This hadith indicates, at least,
that it is forbidden to copy them; although its apparent meaning implies that the person
who copies them disbelieves, as in the following verse:

[51 3ailall] (fgda 4112 3552 gl 3y (23)
The meaning of the verse:(And if any amongst you takes them (as Auliya'), then
surely he is one of them) [Al-Ma'ida (The Table Spread With Food): 51]**.

It is known that if the similitude is on worldly matters, it will generate love, support,
triendship; help, protection. Then, how is similitude in matters of religion?

So it will get close to more intense support, friendship, help and protection.

All such things negate faith as Ibn Taymiya — A das y _ stated™.

* Reported by Abu Dawid, chapter of “Clothes” (hadith 4033) and Ahmad (hadith 5232) on the
v,

authority of Ibn "Umar W It s judged authentic by Al-'Iraqi in “Takhrij Al-Thya™ (1/359). It is
judged Hassan (good) by Ibn Hajar in “Fath Al-Bari” (10/288) and Al-Albani in “Al-Irwa"™ (1269).

** See: “Iqtidha' As-Sirat Al-Mustaqim” by Ibn Taymiya (1/270).

% Previous source (1/550).
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OBEYING THE PROPHET #%, A SIGN OF HIS LOVE AND GLORIFICATION

Indeed, committing heresies that the Prophet %% warned against is not considered as a
love for him. He informed us that they are evil and misguidance.

His love should be manifested through obeying him, carrying out his orders, submitting
oneself to his rulings, following his way and method and copying him outwardly and
inwardly.

Allah & sa1d
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The meaning of the verse: (Say (O Muhammad *% to mankind): "If you (really)
love Alldh then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, follow the Qur’an and
the Sunnah), Allih will love you and forgive you your sins. And Alldh is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.) [Al ‘Imrine (The Family of Imran): 31].

sH

Allah 3 also said: Y L
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The meaning of the verse: (Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad #%) you

have a good example to follow for him who hopes for (the Meeting with) Allah
and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much.) [Al-Ahzab (The Confederates): 21].

The honoured Companions' 2= love and glorification for the Prophet #% was much
stronger than ours.

They were more desirous to do good than those who came after them, and more
preceding for it than others.

They were the most knowledgeable people concerning what should be done to the
Prophet =,

If there had been minimum favour, love and glory for the Prophet #% in celebrating his
birthday, they would have been the most hurried people to do it and the most desirous
to hold it. But nothing was reported after them.
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What was related indeed, was what they knew of the truth of loving and glorifying him
in believing in him; obeying him; following his way; holding fast to his Sunna and
spreading what he called for; striving with both heart and tongue.

The love for the Prophet #% should come first before the own self, family, wealth, son
and all people™.

This is the sincere love that reflects the fact of obeying, submitting and following the
way of the beloved. In fact, obeying the beloved is a sign of his love and glorification.
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Muhammad Al-Bashir Al-Ibrahimi — & 4es ) — said: “The real love for Mubammad 5 is that

which turns away from heresies and incites to follow him correctly; as the Salaf used to love him, love his

Sunna too, defend his Sharia and religion without establishing birthday celebrations and spend huge
sums of money that public services need too much and do not find’®’.

Indeed, heresies are not a sign of his love and glorification, even if the one who do it
consider it good, because the Prophet 2 said:
Dladedy A B8

..every innovation (or heresy) is an error”58

He also said: ) ) ) ) )

3 348 Ada Gud La 1A U jal 8 Cidd) ha
“If somebody innovates something which is not involved in the principles of our
religion, that thing should be rejected””.

And in a narration of Mushm the Prophet 4 said:

AJ}@AU}Z\&UAJMJADUA

“He who did a thing, far from our tradition, then it would be cancelled”®.

In addition, the heresy can not be good, because it is either the Sharia which can judge it
so; the heresy then is nullified, or it is the reason that may judge it; the reason which
doesn’t intervene in the establishment of the legal [religious] rulings, and neither praise
and dispraise depend on it in life, nor reward and punishment in the hereafter according
to Abl As-Sunna. The only way to know this is through clear hearing.

Sheikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiya said:

* Previous source (2/132).

7 See: “Athar Al-Bachir Al-Tbrahimi” (2/341).
* Previously reported. See Footnote 7

* Previously reported. See Footnote 5

“ Previously reported. See Footnote 1
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« 1t is known that all that the Prophet 3% did not consider from his Sunna, nor did he consider
recommended, nor anyone of those whom the Muslims follow in their religion, is then of the sinful
heresies. No one can say in such context that it is a good heresy »'.

Finally, we praise Allah &5 for the bounty of the Prophet's ¥ birth, for the bounty of
the Prophecy and Message.

The Quran was revealed upon him and Islam was completed with him and he
manifested it completely, conveyed it fully.

This is how we get happiness and joy without exaggeration and flattery and how we get
inspired with lessons and preaching through his fragrant biography and noble merits and
all his honorable positions in strife and teaching fields, without doing it particularly in a
given time, place or manner.

We should persist in following his way and in holding fast to his Sunna upon which our
righteous Salaf — & ages ) — proceeded with.

Indeed, the one who is happy and well guided is he who joins those who revive the
Sunna and undermines heresies.

We ask Allah with His Beautiful Names and High Attributes to show us the truth and
guide us to follow it; and to show us falsehood and provide us its avoidance and not to
make it a deception for us then we can lead astray.

We ask him also to help us to fulfill the duty of calling to Him and warning, according to
His saying:

[122 A 5] (GagH38a pal pedl) 1 gaa ) 13) a4 19502 )
The meaning of the verse.( .and that they may warn thelr people when they return
to them, so that they may beware (of evil)) [At-Tauba (The Repentance):122)].

The perfect knowledge belongs to Allah. Our last prayer is all praise is due to
Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. Peace and blessing be upon our Prophet, his
Family, his Companions and Brothers till the Day of Resurrection.

Algiers, Safar 19th , 1426/
March 28th, 2005

" See: “Majmi” Al-Fatawa” by Ibn Taymiya (27/152).
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OUR SHEIKH ABI ABD AL-MU IZ ALI FARKOUS AL-QUBI
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